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Moshe Received the Torah from Sinai 'on min 5ap nwn

GO TELL IT FROM THE MOUNTAIN....

“ oshe received the Torah from Sinai.” Thus the all-encompassing Book of

Avos begins with a sentence that must set the tone of six chapters of
ethical direction. Indeed, contained within those four words, are cogent and eternal
themes. Let’s analyze them starting with the simplest:

First. Did Moshe just receive Torah from Sinai? Matan Torah, the Sinai experience
encompasses an atmosphere charged with miraculous eruptions; thunder, lightning and
fiery directives that echoed way past the desert to every sphere of celestial existence.
Can all the Mishneh declare is that “Moshe received the Torah from Sinai” -- as if it
were a package delivered on a Monday morning by FedEx?

Second: All grammar teachers emphasize an important aspect of creating exciting
prose; sentences should be active. Subjects should do the action rather than receive it.
Make the figures move! Joe should not get the book from Sam; Sam should give the
book to Joe! So in defining the experience of transmission shouldn't the Mishneh tell
us that "Hashem gave the Torah to Moshe at Sinai? Why the passive expression
“Moshe received the Torah”, as opposed to the active expression?

Third: We cannot ignore the most powerful of all the questions: What does Mount
Sinai have to do with it? In the greater scheme of the role of the actual Presenter of
the Torah, the Creator of the Universe, the Holy One Blessed Be His Name, why
mention Sinai at all? Does the location play a role, when overshadowed by the One
who gave the Torah? After all, Sinai, at least in archeological-spiritual terms has
clearly been relegated to a footnote if not a footstone of history. True it is a place at
which the world's most momentous event occurred, but otherwise it is consigned to be
shrouded by the swirling sandstorms of time, at best a tourist trap for the intrigued
American tourist. Why leave out the most Powerful Player in the entire eternal episode

and replace Him with a mountain?

g

PEREK 1 - 1 [ 1





